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(54) Dispersion compensating method, dispersion compensating apparatus and optical 
transmission system 



(57) The present invention aims at realizing a dis- 
persion compensating method capable ot readily con- 
ducting automatic compensation of waveform degrada- 
tion caused by dispersion characteristics of an optical 
transmission path, and at providing a dispersion com- 
pensating apparatus and an optical transmission sys- 
tem, of a smaller size at a reduced cost. To this end, the 
dispersion compensating apparatus of the present in- 
vention comprises: a variable dispersion compensator 



for compensating for the dispersion of optical signal in- 
put via an optical transmission path; a bit error informa- 
tion monitoring circuit for generating bit error information 
of a received signal output from the variable dispersion 
compensator via an optical receiving circuit; and a con- 
trolling circuit for optimally controlling a wavelength dis- 
persion value of the variable dispersion compensator 
based on the bit error information from the bit error in- 
formation monitoring circuit. 
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